
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 
 

TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

    January 5, 2025        2nd Sunday of Christmas     9:30 am   

Service of the Word - Holy Communion Setting 3 - ELW Year C  

 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Within the gospel reading's profound words lies the simple message that God is 

revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word 

existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas 

is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the 

gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the 

wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God's grace and truth. 

 

 

PRELUDE 

Announcements are on pages 17-18. 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for 

sending you to Tabor. 

 
 

Please stand if you are able.   

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another. 

 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 



2 
 

 

God-with-us, 

we confess that we have turned away 

those seeking shelter, 

claiming there is no room when we have plenty. 

We have made power and wealth our idols, 

while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger. 

We have overlooked the shepherds, 

expecting good news in prettier packaging. 

Too often, we have valued violence 

instead of your peace. 

Turn us from our ways to your ways. 

Grant us the grace to begin again. 

Free us from all that keeps us bound, 

and forgive our sin, 

through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. 

Amen. 
 

Hear the good news and rejoice! 

You are God's chosen ones, 

holy and beloved, 

+ forgiven in Christ, 

and freed to respond in joy. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

GATHERING 
 

GATHERING SONG          Angels, from the Realms of Glory   ELW 275 
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GREETING   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,                                              

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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CHILDREN GO TO JAM                                                                                    
The Children are invited to come forward.  The children are dismissed for 

Children’s Jam, Sunday School, returning during the Peace. 

 

 

KYRIE           ELW Setting 3 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE   Glory to God   ELW Setting 3 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. 

By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

WORD 

 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm: 147:12-20     Read responsively   
12

Worship the LORD, 
|
 O Jerusalem; 

 praise your 
|
 God, O Zion, 

13
who has strengthened the bars 

|
 of your gates 

 and has blessed your chil- 
|
 dren within you. 

14
God has established peace 

|
 on your borders 

 and satisfies you with the 
|
 finest wheat.    

15
God sends out a command 

|
 to the earth, 

 a word that runs 
|
 very swiftly. 

16
God gives 

|
 snow like wool, 

 scattering 
|
 frost like ashes. 

17
God scatters 

|
 hail like bread crumbs. 

 Who can stand a- 
|
 gainst God's cold? 

18
The LORD sends forth the 

|
 word and melts them; 

 the wind blows, and the 
|
 waters flow. 

19
God declares the 

|
 word to Jacob, 

 statutes and judg- 
|
 ments to Israel. 

20
The LORD has not done so to any 

|
 other nation; 

 they do not know God's judgments. 
|
 Hallelujah!    
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SECOND READING:  Ephesians 1:3-14 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy gospel according to John, the 1st Chapter. 

Glory to you O Lord. 

 

 

GOSPEL:  John 1:[1-9]10-18 

The gospel of the Lord.                                                                                        

Praise to you O Christ. 
 

 

Please be seated 

 

 

REFLECTION          Adam Bowens 

A brief silence for reflection      

 

 

Please stand if you are able 
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HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW 300 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended into hell.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, 

and all people. 

A brief silence  

 

Each petition ends: 

God of grace, 

Receive our prayer. 
 

Prayers conclude with: 

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, 

through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

MEAL 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:  

Peace be with you.  
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Please be seated. 

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC 

Special Piano Music  

 

Please stand if you are able.       

OFFERTORY            ELW 296 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God of heaven and earth, 

from the beginning, you have called forth life, 

in which you take delight. 

The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. 

Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty, 

that we may join the chorus of creation 

to tell of your salvation from day to day. 

Amen. 

 
 

 

  

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

On Christmas Eve, we were reminded that  

In the night in which he was betrayed, … 

 

Again, after supper … 

…Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Through him, with him, in him,                                                                                                              

in the unity of the Holy spirit,                                                                                                                    

all honor and glory is yours almighty Father,                                                                          

now and forever.   

Amen 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.                                                  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
 

Communion has been pre-consecrated by Pastor Karen Matuska during worship 

service on Christmas Eve. 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. 

Come, receive the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 

COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond  

Amen. 
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The Lord’s table is open to all worshipers from all denominations who wish to share in 

God’s blessing of the sacrament of  Holy Communion. The real presence of Christ is in 

the bread and wine. Please follow the directions of the ushers.   

Gluten free wafers and grape juice are available if you prefer. 
 

 

Please let the usher know if you need assistance. 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

COMMUNION SONG                               
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COMMUNION HYMN                            ELW 715 

Please repeat until Communion is complete 
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Please stand if you are able. 

 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you  

in his grace.   

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Merciful God, 

we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. 

Strengthened by this goodness, 

send us forth to announce your peace, 

comfort the afflicted, 

and share the good news of great joy. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

SENDING 

 

 

BLESSING 

The God of love, 

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 

lavish you with grace, 

illumine your path, 

and increase your joy, 

today and always. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                             ELW 287 

 

 

  

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Disciples Serving:  Today         Next Sunday  
Presider/Supply          Adam Bowens       Pastor Karen Matuska  

Assisting Minister:          Ryan Kessinger       Jerry Vargues 

Pianist:           Dr. J. Michael Beck           Dr. J. Michael Beck 

Altar Guild:                    Kathy Lambert/Linda Johnson     Kathy Lambert/Linda Johnson 

Ushers/Greeters:             Jackie Cooley            Jackie Cooley 

Counters:                        Kathy Lambert/Sue Kastelic     Karen Dunton/Leanne Neu  

JAM:                              Cyrisse Cooley/Connie Wisthoff     Children's Sermon       

            

      

 

PRAYERS 

 

Members, Friends and Relatives    Added by Members          

Doris Ask       People of Tabor 

Shirley Bass      People of Tabor 

Robert Bogusch      Nephew of  Kathy Lambert 

Pam Cardinal      Sister of Clay Kashner 

John Centa       Bowens Family 

Shirley DeRungs      People of Tabor 

Virgie Giannetto      Lynn Truxell 

Nina Jesmain      People of Tabor 

Sue Kastelic      People of Tabor 

Will Nichols      Truxell & Vargues Families 

Arlis Petersen      Mother of Leanne Neu 

Audrey and Andrea Pitre    Friends of Emily Briggs 
Pam Salas       People of Tabor  

Starcher Family      Friends of Emily Briggs 

Caitlan Thorne & Family    Granddaughter of Kathy Lambert 

Marvin Truxell      Truxell & Vargues Families 

Charlotte Vargues     People of Tabor 

Linda Wagner      Lynn Truxell 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES 
    

   January 5  Janis Youngblood-Pine 

   January 8  Roger & Lynn Truxell  48 years 

   January 9  Gage Vargues 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ɫ All unwrapped items for the Epiphany Tree should be returned by today. 

 

ɫ We need volunteers to help with JAM for January and February.  Sign-up sheet 

is on the table in the Narthex. 

 

ɫ There are leftover Burritos and Green Chili available for donation.  Each have 

been packaged, vacuumed sealed and frozen.  Packages are label and are in the 

freezer in the parlor.  Please contact Denise or Michelle. 

 

ɫ Lay Ministry Meeting schedule:  Monday, January 13, 2025 at 6:30pm and 

Sunday, January 19 after worship. 

 

ɫ Tabor's Annual Budget Meeting will be on Sunday, January 26, 2025.  All 

committees need to have their annual reports in to Julie by January 12, 2025. 


